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According to the scholarly and pastoral authors of this essay collection, sixteenth-century

Anabaptists have much to teach Baptists and other Free Church evangelicals. A study of the lives

and theology of evangelical Anabaptists encourages a reader to dig deeper into the Bible, count the

cost of discipleship to Jesus Christ, and commit oneself to engaging the world with the gospel of

Jesus Christ. The theological commitment of Anabaptists like Balthasar Hubmaier to the supremacy

of the Word of God encourages us to live by the motto that "the truth is unkillable." The example of

Leonhard Schiemer, who understood that following Jesus meant taking up the cross of Jesus

Christ, prepares one for the joyous difficulty of a life of discipleship. The loving attitude, missionary

fervor, and desire for communal integrity of leaders like Hans Denck and Michael Sattler draws us

into a stronger commitment to share the gospel from an authentically Christian heart and life.

Finally, such great contemporary leaders as Paige Patterson and Rick Warren have drawn upon the

legacy of the evangelical Anabaptists to build great churches and seminaries. Their thoughts and

stories are included here to encourage the recovery of the Anabaptist vision among Baptists and

other free churches today. These papers also serve as a Festschrift honoring the lifelong work of

Paige Patterson, president of Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary, in the study of the

Radical Reformation. Indeed, he has inspired the recovery of the Anabaptist vision as a means of

restoring New Testament Christianity.
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Featuring an eclectic mix of contributors from Rick Warren and Emir Caner to Malcolm Yarnell and

Albert Mohler, The Anabaptists and Contemporary Baptists: Restoring New Testament Christianity,

is a collection of essays giving us a solid look at important lessons for contemporary Baptists and

others from the Anabaptists.This is not a "Trail of blood" style book that attempts to create a Baptist

version of papal apostolic succession. It is more of a historic look back at a group with a lot of

similarities to Baptists. The book argues, successfully in most ways, that Baptists today can learn

from the Anabaptists and explains how they can speak to our contemporary setting, something I

have advocated for over the course of the last few years amid seismic shifts in our religious culture

and the church itself. These essays are, as noted by the title, written in honor of Paige Patterson

and come from megachurch pastors as well as seminary teachers and students. I was surprised to

find that I really enjoyed Rick Warren's chapter, I am not a big fan of his but taken on the merits of

the chapter it was excellent although some of it was hokey as can be ("I want to build the bridge of

love between my heart and theirs so that Jesus can walk across." (Kindle Locations 2113-2114)

Save it for Hallmark!)The chapters range from highly accessible to very academic. One of the

greatest strength of this book is also often its greatest weakness. Some of the later chapters contain

great information but are pretty deep, scholarly articles that I felt like I was wading through and they

may not be as accessible to the average reader as some of the earlier, more popular level chapters.
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